
Children in middle- and high-
income homes have an
average of 13 books per child.

Children living in poverty
have an average of 1 book per
300 children. (3)

Because of this, preschoolers
from low-income families
have fewer language and
literacy opportunities than
others - a major reason why
they lag behind in reading
achievement throughout the
school years. (4)

ANNUAL OVERVIEW

WHY EARLY LITERACY MATTERS:

Cognitive processes develop rapidly
in the first few years of life. At birth a
baby's brain is only 25% of its adult
size. In the first few years of life, a

child's brain builds 1 Million
connections per second! By age three
a child's brain will be 85% of its adult

size. By the time a child enters
kindergarten, their brain is nearly

fully formed. (1)

85% of a person's intellect and
social skills are developed by
age 5.

95% of public investment in
education occurs after age 5,
when the most critical learning
years have passed. (2)

In 23-24, 32% ofArkansas thirdgraders readproficiently. (6) 

Children growing up in homes with at least

 GET TWO YEARS MORE SCHOOLING
Books

than children from bookless homes, independent of
their parents' education, occupation, and class. (5)
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Investing in Our Future: 
Arkansas’ Commitment to Early Literacy

1,080,190 Books
were mailed to

Arkansas children in
2024.

of Arkansas' 181,324
preschoolers are
enrolled in the

Imagination Library.

46% 5.4 Million
books (and counting)
have been delivered  
to 228,090 children

since 2004.

Over
120,000

five-year-olds have
graduated from the
Imagination Library
program since 2004.

Arkansas children
age 0 to 5 are

currently receiving
books.

83,000
More than

2024 IMPACT REPORT



The Imagination Library’s Impact on School Readiness

Arkansas Students BENEFIT from 
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library
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Since launching in 1995, Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library (DPIL) has become the preeminent early childhood book
gifting program in the world. The Imagination Library mails more than 3.6 million high-quality, age-appropriate books
each month to registered children. Currently, every child in Arkansas, birth to age five, is eligible to sign up for
Imagination Library. 

Dolly envisioned creating a lifelong love of reading. The impact of the program has been widely researched and
results suggest positive increases in key early childhood literacy metrics. For more information, please visit
arkansasimaginationlibrary.org/impact/
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DPIL Enrollees are:

Analysis revealed that enrolled children were more school-
ready and performed 5-10% better than unenrolled peers,
particularly among low socioeconomic groups. This indicates
that the Imagination Library program helps close both
opportunity and achievement gaps.  


